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COUNCIL MEETING – WEDNESDAY 20 NOVEMBER 2013 

MOTION - STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE – CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE 

WITH A FOCUS ON SCHOOL EXPANSION 

 

This Council notes that: 

• Merton's open spaces are constantly under pressure from development; 

• Dundonald and the wards of Central Wimbledon (Hillside, Abbey and Trinity) 

have far less green space than other wards: only 10% of the land in 

Dundonald ward is green space, compared to the borough average of 35%. 

• Dundonald ward's percentage of green space is less than any Inner London 

borough apart from the City of London 

• Dundonald Rec is the only public access green space in Dundonald Ward. It 

is the most popular Rec in the borough with a quarter of a million visitors a 

year 

• The appropriation of 2,578m2 for the expansion of Dundonald Primary School 

amounts to over 5% of the public open space of Dundonald Rec. 

• Since 2007 there has been a 50% increase in reception class places in 

schools within one mile of Dundonald, compared to a 30% increase in the 

number of four year olds. 

This Council believes: 

• Merton Council is committed to improving the quality of life for people who live 

in the borough, and to do so, takes an active role in maintaining Merton's 

open spaces and improving their quality for users; 

• In maximising public access to a network of open spaces in the borough that 

are sustainable, safe and clean, and that enhance quality of life through 

promoting active and healthy living.  

• Given the lack of public open space in central Wimbledon, that the 

appropriation of land for the expansion of Dundonald Primary would 

be detrimental to the above. 

This Council therefore resolves:  

• To call on Cabinet to reconsider the plans for the appropriation of any public 

open space in Dundonald Rec. for the expansion of Dundonald Primary, 

particularly in the light of evidence of alternative options for providing 

increased school places. 

 

   

Cllr David Dean  Cllr Iain Dysart  Cllr Suzanne Grocott 
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Committee: Council 

Date: 20 November 2013 

Subject: Business for the next ordinary meeting of the Council 

Lead officer: Assistant Director, Corporate Governance 

Lead member: Leader of the Council 

Contact officer: Head of Democracy Services  

democractic.services@merton.gov.uk  

Recommendations: That the Council agrees the main theme for the next ordinary 
meeting. 

 

1 PURPOSE OF REPORT AND EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1. This report asks council to agree which strategic theme it wishes to discuss 
at its next ordinary meeting. 

2 DETAILS 

2.1. The strategic theme for each ordinary meeting of the Council is agreed at 
the preceeding meeting.  This is subject to an agreed rotation between 
groups. 

2.2. In line with this agreement the Conservative group will nominate the 
strategic theme for the meeting to be held on 5 February 2014. 

3 ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS 

3.1. This matter is entirely within the discretion of the Council. 

4 CONSULTATION UNDERTAKEN OR PROPOSED 

4.1. None. 

5 TIMETABLE 

5.1. The theme will be added to the agenda for the next ordinary meeting. 

6 FINANCIAL, RESOURCE AND PROPERTY IMPLICATIONS 

6.1. None. 

7 LEGAL AND STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS 

7.1. None. 

8 HUMAN RIGHTS, EQUALITIES AND COMMUNITY COHESION 
IMPLICATIONS 

8.1. None. 

9 CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS 

9.1. None. 

10 RISK MANAGEMENT AND HEALTH AND SAFETY IMPLICATIONS 
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10.1. None. 

11 APPENDICES 

11.1. None 

12 BACKGROUND PAPERS 

12.1. None 
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